He first divides the diseases respectively into those of the external ear, those of the middle ear, and those of the internal ear, as in the preceding Hardened ear-wax, according to Dr. K., has no more share in the production of inflammation of the membrana tympani than it has been already shown to possess in causing inflammation of the glandular integument of the auditory passage. " Sometimes, indeed," he says, " after the removal of the ear-wax, blood-vessels are observed running along thehandle of the malleus, and terminating at its head ; but they always disappear in a very short time without any assistance from art." (P. 197 .)
The effects of inflammation of the membrana tympani are, opacity, thickening, hardening, perforation, polypi, &c.; all of which permanently injure hearing.
We are sorry to be under the necessity of greatly abridging Dr. Kramer's very excellent and interesting discussion respecting the perforation of the membrana tympani. It (P. 353.) This local treatment consists in the introduction of the vapour of acetous ether into the cavity of the tympanum, through a catheter introduced into the Eustachian tube. The vapour is generated, in a proper apparatus, at the common summer temperature.
Itard formerly attempted this mode of treatment, but he generated the vapour at too high a temperature; so that, instead of the simple vapour of the acetous ether, an acrid kind of gas was introduced into the ear. This gas acts very injuriously in cases of erethitic nervous deafness, although, according to Dr. K., it is the best adapted for torpid nervous deafness.
In illustration of the good effects of this mode of treatment, Dr. K.
gives us ten cases, one of which only our limits will allow us to quote here. After the extensive analysis which we have given of the treatise of Dr. Kramer, it is hardly necessary for us to recommend it in the strongest terms to our readers.
It is unquestionably, taken as a whole, the most valuable work we possess on the subject of diseases of the ear generally; and, after the labours of Itard and Deleau, it must be regarded as contributing more to the progress of acoustic surgery than any other modern publication.
Since the preceding pages were written, we have the satisfaction of knowing that a translation of the whole Treatise of Dr. Kramer has been undertaken by a scientific gentleman, already distinguished in his profession, and will be speedily in the hands of British surgeons. We would fain hope that the accomplished translator is destined to redeem the character of auricular surgery in this country.
